
Settlement:isaplacewhereagroupofpeoplelivetogetherandfunctiontogetherasa
group.

Settlementscanbeclassifiedasurbanorruralaccordingtotheirsizeandthekindsof
activitiesthattakeplacethere.

Ruralsettlementsareusuallyquitesmall;mostpeoplelivingthereareinvolvedin
primaryactivitiessuchasfarming,fishing,forestryormining.Ruralsettlementsare,
therefore,unifunctional(onefunction)andhaveprimaryactivities.

ItisimportanttoknowthedifferencebetweenSITEandSITUATIONofasettlement.

SITE:actualpieceoflandsettledon–thephysicalcharacteristicsofthepieceofland.

Factorsinfluencingthechoiceofsite:
Availabilityofwater
Arableland
Grazingland
Buildingmaterialslevelground

SITUATION:Thepositionofthesettlementinrelationtothesurroundingenvironment.

Hereweconsider:
Transportroutes
Thegeneralrelief(e.g.valley,mountainetc.)
Aspect
Soilfertility

Whenthesite,situation,customsandtraditionsarecombined,wefindthatsomeareas
tendtobenucleatedwhileotherareasaredispersed.

Factors Dispersed Nucleated
Water Freelyavailable Inshortsupply
Relief Flatground Steeperground
Soil Unfertile Fertile
Tradition Ngunisettlement Tswanavillage
Defence Peacetime Warandviolence
Climate Mild Extremeclimates

Wet-pointsettlement:wherethereiswaterinadryarea,e.g.spring,oasis.Ifwaterisscarce,

peoplegatheraroundawetpoint.

Dry-pointsettlement:wherethereisadrypointinawetarea,peoplesettleondryland,e.g.

smallhillssuitableforsettlementinamarshyarea.

FunctionofaSettlement:mostruralsettlementsareservicedbyacentralservicecentre.

Theservicecentresprovideamarketandprovidegoodsandservicestothesurrounding

population,forexample,transport,medical,etc.

Onceyouhaveidentifiedthesettlement,youmustidentifythecharacteristicsofthat

settlement.
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Characteristicsofasettlement:

Size:Thenumberofpeoplelivingtogether.Thiscanvaryfrom thesmallest

isolatedfarmsteadtoasmallhamlet(afewfarms)toavillagethatmayconsistofa

fewhundredinhabitants.Thesizeisalsoreferredtoasthehierarchyofthe

settlement.EnsurethatyouknowtherecharacteristicsandSouthAfricanexamples.The

trianglehasalargebase(lotsofsmallsettlements)andanarrowapex(lessofthe

largersettlements)

Pattern:Settlementsthatarefarapartareisolatedordispersed.Settlementsthatareclose

togethertoeachotherareclusteredornucleated.

Therearevariouspositivesandnegativesto

livinginisolatedordispersedsettlements

DISPERSED NUCLEATED

Advantages Advantages

Farmerscanmaketheirowndecisions Helpisreadilyavailableintimesoftrouble,

healthemergenciesandwar

Theycanmechaniseandimplement

environmentallyfriendlyfarmingmethods

Farmersneedlesscapital,seeingthatthey

canborrowmachinesandotherimplements

from eachother

Disadvantages Disadvantages

Thereisashortageofsocialcontact

Farmerscannotrelyoncommunityforany

help

Requiresalargeamountofcapitalto

maintainthefarmingpractices

Allfarmershavetoreachconsentwith

regardstocertainfarmingmethods

Landisoftenfragmented,andthus

sometimestoosmalltomechanise

Ifsoilerosionoccurs,allfarmersare



affected,forexampledongasthatreach

acrossfarm boundaries

Thereislessopportunityfortheuseof

individualchoices

Shape:Anotherterm usedtodescribetheshapeisthemorphologyofthesettlement.
Thisreferstohowthebuildingsarearrangedinrelationtoeachother,andtheirphysical
appearance
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