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Definition

A settlement is a place where people live.

Characteristics

• Settlements can vary in size from the very small to 

extremely large. They can be as small as one house 

and as large as a megalopolis, home to tens of 

millions of people.

• It can be temporary or permanent. Refugee camp is 

temporary
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Definition

Site is the actual location of a settlement on the Earth, and the term includes the physical characteristics of the 

landscape specific to the area.

Characteristics

Site factors include landforms, climate, vegetation, availability of water, soil quality, minerals, raw materials and 
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Definition

Situation is as the location of a place relative to its 

surroundings and other places.

Some Characteristics/factors

•wet point site - these are sites close to a supply of water

•dry point site - these are sites that avoided the risk of flooding 

•defensive site - these were sites that were on high ground and 

allowed the inhabitants to see enemies from a distance

•Accessibility- transport routes connecting to other areas.

R. Davechand 2020



R. Davechand 2020



R. Davechand 2020



R. Davechand 2020



Tertiary

Activities
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Pattern focuses on the distance between buildings
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Nucleated Pattern buildings are close together
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Dispersed/Isolated Pattern buildings are far apart 
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Shape involves an interaction with the surrounding landscape 

features. The most common patterns are linear, rectangular, 

circular or semi-circular, cross and T shaped.
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Definition

Site is the actual location of a settlement on the Earth, and the term includes the physical characteristics of the 

landscape specific to the area.
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Factors influencing site

 Availalbilty of drinkable water

 Availability of building materials

 Arable land .

 Pasturage for livestock( can your live stock be able to get grass to

feed on)

 Fuel for warmth and cooking

 Soil quality/conditions

 Relief and drainage

 Transport routes (if found on the site)

 Relief

 Religion R. Davechand 2020



Definition

Situation is as the location of a place relative to its surroundings and other places.
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Factors influencing situation

• Transport infrastructure

•Market

• Physical barriers
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Wet point settlements – settlements close to a supply of water (area with limited water)

Dry point settlements – settlements that avoided the risk of flooding (area with large amount of water supply) 
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Nucleated Pattern buildings are close together
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Advantages

• More contact and socialising.

• Safety and security as people are nearby

• Share ideas regarding activities e.g. farming methods

• Share costs e.g. buying farming equipment

• More facilities. It is more profitable to establish services near nucleated settlements

• People are immediately available in case of emergencies

Disadvantages

• In case of communal farming showing initiative and independent decision making is limited as many people 

are involved.

• Farming plots are generally small therefore machinery is limited.

• Limited use of new farming methods

• Machinery is generally shared increasing maintenance costs.

• Small plots result in limited economic gain.

More social advantages
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Dispersed/Isolated Pattern buildings are far apart 
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Advantages

• Can showing initiative and independent decision making .

• Farming plots are generally large therefore machinery is used.

• Can maximise new farming methods

• Machinery is not shared reducing maintenance costs.

• Large plots result in economic gain can be maximised.

Disadvantages

• Less contact and socializing.

• Limited safety and security as people are not nearby

• Limited sharing of ideas regarding activities e.g. farming methods

• Generally responsible for all costs e.g. buying farming equipment

• Less facilities. It is more profitable to establish services near nucleated settlements

• People are not immediately available in case of emergencies.

More economic advantages
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SHAPES OF RURAL SETTLEMENTS

Adapted from
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Linear 

• More farms along river for water supply and transport or transport routes for 

transport..

• Farms closer together.

Circular

• Around a focal (centrally located) point

• Market, place of worship (church), village green

T-shape, cross-shape, star-shape

• Nodal point of communication routes 

Fragmented

• Hamlets that have a few scattered huts, no real pattern

• Fragmented – the hamlets that have a few scattered huts, without much pattern

• Fragmented – the hamlets that have a few scattered huts, 
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Land use refers to the function of an area of land the purpose for which 

land is used. 

Land use in rural areas

• The largest land use in rural settlement is agriculture.

• Settlements. 

• Transport routes.

• Recreation e.g. horse riding schools and stables, golf courses.

• Services e.g.  sewerage works, and airports.

• Conservation  
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Settlement patterns and indigenous knowledge

Different traditions effect settlement patterns differently

African traditions generally involve a communal system and collective ownership

Encourages unity among people unity among people 

Results in nucleated patterns  

R. Davechand 2020



DBE PAST PAPER

R. Davechand 2020



R. Davechand 2020



SETTLEMENT GEOGRAPHY

RURAL SETTLEMENT ISSUES

RAJENDRA DAVECHAND



R. Davechand 2020



Rural urban migration

It is the movement of people from rural areas to urban 

areas.

Push factors

Factors that force people out of the rural areas

Pull factors

Factors that attract people out of the rural areas
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Adapted form

• Few services

• Lack of job opportunities

• Lack of proper facilities/services e.g. 

education, healthcare, sanitation, piped 

water, housing, places of worship, Lack 

of entertainment and recreation

• Poor transport links.

• Mechanisation

• Natural disasters.

• Access services

• Better job opportunities

• Better facilities/services e.g. education, 

healthcare, sanitation, piped water, housing, 

places of worship, entertainment and 

recreation

• Better transport links.

• Hope for a better quality of life.
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Rural depopulation

Refers to the decrease in the number of people found in the rural areas.
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Causes of rural depopulation

• Rural urban migration

• Death

• Migration e.g.  going overseas etc
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Consequences of rural depopulation on people and the economy

• Decline in wage earners therefore decreased buying power.

• Dwindling population results in shops closing down, decreasing staff or reducing stock

• Facilities close down e.g. banks, post office

• Residents have to travel greater distances services that close down e.g. travel to other towns

• Schools close down or quality of educational facilities decrease

• Land value drops

• Younger and more productive people leave resulting in an ageing population

• Decrease in productivity of the area

• Ghost towns could develop

• Increase in poverty

• Cycle of rural decline and decay sets in

• Decrease in use of resources in rural areas, resources not used to develop economy

• Cycle of poverty continues for many people
R. Davechand 2020
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Strategies to address rural depopulation

Provision of basic needs

By providing the basic needs e.g. piped water, housing, electricity, education, sanitation, employment etc. will 

definitely reduce rural depopulation.
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Using tourism to address rural depopulation.

Organising of special events

Using the assets of a rural area e.g. a rural area in Tulbagh where grapes and wine is popular, we could 

have a wine festival. This attracts people to the area and in this way they could also view the other assets of 

the area creating an opportunity to attract people and investment reducing rural depopulation. 
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Advertising possible tourist attractions.

Using appropriate media e.g. television, magazines, newspapers etc advertise possible tourists attractions 

will bring business into the rural area decreasing rural depopulation. Building or renovating of infrastructure 

relating to tourism will also assist 

R. Davechand 2020



GIS

The role GIS in increasing regarding addressing rural depopulation. We can use GIS to investigate various 

issues e.g. how many people leaving rural areas, monitoring of business, monitoring physical factors such as 

vegetation cover and soil fertility. We could investigate the impact of water resources on rural depopulation etc. 
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Social justice issues

Access to resources

During the apartheid era millions of black people were forced to live in the former ‘homelands’ which had 

limited resources. This resulted in the over utilisation of the resources. There was now a serious problem 

regarding access to resources e.g. piped water
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Poverty

Poverty is linked to access to resources. It more than just having insufficient income to meet the basic needs, 

it is also the inability of people to have access to resources. This results in people being caught in a cycle of 

poverty as illustrated by the flow diagram below. 
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Poverty

Poverty is linked to access to resources. It more than just having insufficient income to meet the basic needs, it 

is also the inability of people to have access to resources. This results in people being caught in a cycle of 

poverty as illustrated by the flow diagram below. 

.
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Possible solutions to access to resources and poverty

We need to have a balance between inputs and Infrastructure in order to have sustainable development We 

need to empower people and use the resources available to assist with the problem of poverty and resources

Inputs Infrastructure

Skills Educational facilities

Water Piped water

Tools/Technology Electricity supply

Seeds Healthcare

Feed Transport facilities

Market Communication networks

Labour Sanitation facilities

Fertilizer

R. Davechand 2020



Social justice issues

Land reform programmes

During apartheid land was taken away from the black communities. Strategies are being put in place to rectify 

this wrong. A three- pronged approach to land reform has been put in place as illustrated below.

Mindset Learning Channel R. Davechand 2020
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The origin and development of urban settlements

• Farming produced surplus storage food

• Many people did not have to farm did other activities e.g. making goods, education, building 

infrastructure etc. 

• They lived in nucleated settlements so that they could trade with one another

• Towns were developed along transport routes

• Villages, towns and cities developed
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• Pre-industrial towns and cities which was mainly concerned with commerce, trade and craft 

industries.
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• Industrial towns and cities developed and was concerned mainly with manufacturing

Industrial revolution-concerned mainly with manufacturing
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Post-industrial towns and cities developed and main focus was services
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Urbanisation of the world population

Definition

Urbanisation refers to an increasing proportion/percentage of people living in urban 

areas.
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Point to note

• Urbanisation is growing rapidly

• At present approximately 71% of most economically 

developed countries are  urbanised

• At present approximately 34% of less economically 

developed countries are urbanised

• Main factors responsible are natural growth and rural-

urban migration
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Related concepts

• Rate of urbanisation refers to the pace at which urbanisation is occurring
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• Level of urbanisation refers to the percentage of the number of people living in urban areas
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• Urban growth refers to increase in the number of people living in urban areas
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Urban expansion refers to the physical expansion of an urban area
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Urban sprawl refers to the formless expansion of an urban area
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How site affects the location of urban settlements

Site refers to the exact location on which the settlement develops.

Some factors are:

• Water supply

• Relief

• Underlying structure of the rock and soil

• Drainage

• Resources e.g. raw material 
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How situation affects the location of urban settlements

Situation refers to location of the settlement in relation to the surrounding area.

Some factors are:

• Transport

• Access to market
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Classification of urban settlements according to function

Central place is an urban area that provides urban functions to the surrounding rural area e.g. Beaufort West
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Trade and transport towns are towns that developed as a result of trade and transport e.g. East London.

These are towns or cities which develop at a point where transport routes meet.
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Break-in-bulk point is a place where goods are transferred from one mode of transport to another, for 

example the docks where goods transfer from ship to truck. e.g. Durban R. Davechand 2020



Specialisd towns these towns develop due to one main function e.g. Umhlanga RocksR. Davechand 2020



Junction towns these towns develop at important transport intersections e.g. De Aar
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Gateway/gap towns it develops around a gap in a physical feature like a mountain e.g. Harrismith
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SETTLEMENT GEOGRAPHY 

AN INTEGRATION OF CLASSIFICATION OF SETTLEMENTS 

ACCORDING TO SIZE AND COMPLEXITY  AND CONCEPTS 

RELATED TO URBAN HIERARCHIES.

RAJENDRA DAVECHAND



Examination Guidelines 2017
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URBAN HEIRACHY CONCEPTS
Threshold population is the minimum number of customers needed in order for a 

business/service to be profitable.

Larger stores selling comparison goods need a larger threshold population than smaller stores. 

These larger stores are found in bigger settlements e.g. cities and smaller stores in smaller 

settlements e.g. villages.
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LOW ORDER GOOD, FUNCTIONS AND SERVICES

 Are used/bought  everyday/regularly, generally cheaper

 Generally found near the customer

 Bread, post office, petrol station etc

HIGH ORDER GOOD, FUNCTIONS AND SERVICES

 Specialised and bought/used less frequently, generally more 

expensive

 Found in higher order centres

 Airport, hospital, regional shopping centre/cars
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Low order service – bakery
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High order service – car sales
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Low order centres provide low order 

goods/services/functions to surrounding area

High order centres rovide high order 

goods/services/functions to settlements 
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Sphere of influence is the area from which an urban area gets its customers
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Range of goods/services refers to maximum distance person is prepared to travel in order to obtain a

service or buy a good.

Higher order goods and services have a larger range compared to lower order goods
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Settlement hierarchy refers to the ranking of 

settlements according to size and complexity, 

population size, range of services and size of 

sphere of influence

Urban hierarchy refers to the ranking of urban

settlements according to their significance, size and

complexity, population size, range of services and

size of sphere of influence
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Megalopolis

Town

Isolated farmstead

Adapted from

Metropolis

Conurbation
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Christaller’s Model of central places
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Urban structure is the arrangement of land use in urban 
areas, in other words, how the land use of a city is set out.

Urban pattern . Is the pattern of the city is the way how 
different functions and elements of the settlement form are 
distributed and mixed together spatially.

Urban settlements are generally nucleated
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Street patterns

Adapted from

Grid iron/rectangular - Roads meet at right angles

Advantages
Shorter routes
Easy to extend
Easy to find places

Disadvantages
Associated with traffic congestion
Many intersections/robots
Time consuming
Fuel consuming
Road rage/frustration R. Davechand 2020



Irregular - No set pattern. It develops due to relief e.g. goes around hilly areas

Advantages
Creates aesthetic appeal due to different roads
Less traffic congestion
Less intersections

Disadvantages
Can get lost
Travel longer distances

Adapted from Adapted from

Planned Unplanned
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Adapted from
Radial
All roads lead to/out of a central point e.g. CBD

Advantages
Less intersections
Easier flow of traffic
Aesthetic appeal

.

Disadvantages
Unplanned growth can create traffic 
problems
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Commercial Land -use zones

CBD
Commercial heart of the city
Tallest buildings with highest density- land is expensive
High accessibility
Mixed zone but dominated by commercial functions
High and low order functions/goods/services
Other business districts
OBD, Isolated store cluster, commercial ribbon development, planned   neighbourhood shopping centre and 
planned regional shopping centre R. Davechand 2020



Residential Land-use Zone

High income residential area are near parks, rural-urban fringe and expensive flats in CBD (penthouse), low 
density large buildings
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Middle income residential area is found between high and low income areas. Single dwellings, medium 
density
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Low income residential area is generally found near employment, is high density and small buildings
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Informal settlements have little formal structure, mostly shacks made out of zinc and wooden crate etc, 
limited basic services e.g. sanitation, electricity
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Industrial Land -use Zone

Heavy industrial area
�‡��Outskirts of CBD, due to pollution, traffic congestion.
�‡���1�H�D�U���I�O�D�W���O�D�Q�G�����E�X�O�N���W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W�����Z�D�W�H�U���V�X�S�S�O�\�����F�K�H�D�S���O�D�Q�G
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Light industrial area
�‡���/�R�F�D�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���&�%�'�����W�U�D�Q�V�L�W�L�R�Q���]�R�Q�H�����U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O���D�U�H�D�V��
�‡���'�R�H�V���Q�R�W���F�D�X�V�H���D���O�R�W���R�I���S�R�O�O�X�W�L�R�Q�����W�U�D�I�I�L�F���F�R�Q�J�H�V�W�L�R�Q���H���J�����W�D�L�O�R�U�����E�D�N�H�U�\
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