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Purpose: Romeo and Juliet Study Guide 

Introduction: The study guide for William Shakespeare's timeless tragedy, "Romeo and Juliet," 

serves as an essential resource for students and educators alike. It is designed to enhance 

understanding, appreciation, and critical analysis of the play's themes, characters, language, and 

historical context. By delving into the intricacies of this classic work, readers can gain insight into 

the human condition, love, conflict, and the consequences of impulsive actions. 

Objectives: 

1. To provide comprehensive summaries and analyses of each act and scene to aid in 

comprehension and retention of key plot points and character developments. 

2. To explore the themes of love, fate, conflict, and societal expectations present in the play and 

their relevance to contemporary society. 

3. To examine the characters of Romeo, Juliet, and others, including their motivations, 

relationships, and transformations throughout the story. 

4. To analyse Shakespeare's use of language, including metaphors, imagery, and poetic 

devices, and its impact on the play's meaning and emotional resonance. 

5. To discuss the historical and cultural context of Renaissance Verona, exploring how societal 

norms, gender roles, and family feuds influence the characters' choices and actions. 

6. To provide discussion questions and prompts that encourage critical thinking, debate, and 

reflection on the play's themes, characters, and relevance to modern life. 

7. To offer suggestions for further reading, viewing, or research to deepen understanding and 

appreciation of "Romeo and Juliet" and Shakespeare's other works. 

8. To foster empathy and understanding towards the characters' experiences, encouraging 

readers to consider alternative perspectives and moral dilemmas presented in the play. 
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Alas: an 

exclamation of 

sorrow, pity, regret or worry 

Anon: at another time; 

again 

Aye: always; ever; also 

Cousin: any relative 

Doth: do 

Ere: before 

Fie: for shame! 

Fortnight: two weeks 

(fourteen nights) 

Hark: listen 

Hast: used with “thou” 

Hath: has 

Hence: from this place; 

away 

Hie: hurry 

Hither: toward 

I’Faith: in faith 

Naught: nothing 

Nay: no 

Ne’er: never 

O’: of 

O’er: over 

Pray: please 

Prithee: please; I pray you 

Shalt: shall 

Th’: the 

Thee; Thou: you 

Thy: your 

‘Tis: it is 

‘Twas: it was 

‘Twixt: between 

Whence: what, where, or 

when 

Whither: to what place, 

result, or condition? 

Wield: to handle 

Wilt: will 

Withal: by this 

 

 

 

 

 

In the second column, change the following 10 sentences from Shakespearean language to 

modern-day language: 

 

SHAKESPEAREAN LANGUAGE MODERN DAY TRANSLATION 

1. Hast thou not seen? 

 

 

2. Ne’er hast mine eyes beheld such 

disarray? 

 

3. ‘Tis ‘twixt thee and me. 

 

 

4. Hie to the church! 

 

 

5. Nay, thou speakest falsehoods. 

 

 

Shakespearean Language 

Activity  
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6. I’faith, my lord, I ne’er breathed a word of 

this to any soul. 

 

 

7. I’ll stay with thee for a fortnight 

 

 

8. From whence hast thee heard this news?  

9. Alas, ‘twas all for naught. 

 

 

10. Thou dost make a fool out of me. 

 

 

Translate the next five sentences into Shakespearean language. Then, write 5 of your own 

sentences and include their translation into Shakespearean language. 

 

SHAKESPEAREAN LANGUAGE MODERN DAY TRANSLATION 

11.  You did that for nothing! 

 

 

12.  Please, don’t let anything come between us. 

 

 

13.  I will love you forever. 

 

 

14.  Where do you want to meet? 

 

 

15.  Oh my! I am very sorry for this news. 

 

 

16.   

 

 

17.   
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18.   

 

 

19.  

 

 

 

 

20.   
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Image source: storyboardthat.com 

Image source: 

https://slideplayer.com/slide/6095501/ 
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The Characters 

Romeo Description Quotes 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Juliet Description Quotes 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fill in what you know of 

the characters and 

where you learnt it! 
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Tybalt Description Quotes 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Capulets Description Quotes 

 Lord Capulet: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lady Capulet: 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

The Montagues Description Quotes 

 Lord Montague: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lady Montague: 

 

 

 

 

 

Benvolio Description Quotes 
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The Nurse Description Quotes 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Friar Laurence Description Quotes 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Paris Description Quotes 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mercutio Description Quotes 
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Character Development 

 

Romeo Starts Changes Finally Ends  

    

 

 

  

   

 

   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Juliet Starts Changes Finally Ends  
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The Capulets Starts Changes Finally Ends  

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

   

 

   

 

 

The Montagues Starts Changes Finally Ends  

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

   

 

 

Friar Laurence Starts Changes Finally Ends  

  

 

  

   

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

Paris Starts Changes Finally Ends  
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The Flat Characters: 

These characters do not develop, they do not change, how they are at the beginning is how they are at the end of the 

play. 

Benvolio Mercutio Tybalt The Nurse 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sources for images: 

https://www.clipartmax.com   

https://www.twinkl.co.za        
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Act I Vocabulary-Completing the Sentence 
 

Use each vocabulary word once to complete the following sentences. 

 

augment              boisterous  valiant              pernicious            portentous 

 

posterity              profane          choler   virtuous              prodigious 

 

 

1. My friend always tries to do the right thing.  I would say he is very 

___________________________________. 

 

 

2. My father went on a __________________________ rage after I crashed the car. 

 

 

3. The clouds appeared very _____________________________--signaling that a storm was approaching. 

 

 

4. I wanted to _____________________ my pay check by mowing my neighbor’s lawn for some extra 

money. 

 

 

5. The _________________ man saved the woman from the burning house. 

 

 

6. I am saving my family photo album for__________________________. 

 

 

7. Fans are very ___________________________ at a rock concert. 

 

 

8. My mother says it is _________________________ to laugh in church. 

 

 

9. It is a _____________________________ feat to break a world record. 

 

 

10.  I am trying to control my temper so I do not possess too much______________________________. 
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Act II Vocabulary-Visual Representations  

 
For the pictures below, write the word that is being shown in the picture.  Then explain why you chose that 

particular word.  Choose from these words: poultice, repose, blazon, enmity. 

 

 

                                                                
 

1.____________________     2. ___________________ 

 

Why chosen_____________     Why chosen______________ 

_______________________                                                   ________________________  

_______________________     ________________________ 

_______________________     ________________________ 

 

 

 

 

     
 

3. _____________________     4. ____________________ 

 

Why chosen ________________     Why chosen ___________________ 

___________________________     ______________________________ 

___________________________     ______________________________ 

___________________________    ______________________________ 
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Visual Representations Continued…Now you draw a picture on the next page for the last six words and 

explain how your drawing will help you remember the definition.  

 

5. Feign:  

 

 

 

Explanation of Drawing: _____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Baleful:  

 

 

 

Explanation of Drawing: ___________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________    

 

7. Wanton: 

 

 

 

 Explanation of Drawing: ___________________________________________________________  

 ________________________________________________________________________________  

 

8. Unwieldy:  

 

 

 

 Explanation of Drawing: _____________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________________   

 

9. Sallow: 

 

 

 

Explanation of Drawing: ___________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________  

 

10. Peril: 

 

 

 

Explanation of Drawing: _________________________________________________________________   

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Act IV Vocabulary-Synonyms 

 

You will find each of the following sentences/phrases in Act 4 of Romeo and Juliet. Write a synonym 

for the underlined words below to help you better understand the words when you see them in 

context.   

 

1. “To stop the inundation of her tears.” _________________________________ 

 

 

2. “My leisure serves me, pensive daughter, now.” _________________________ 

 

 

3. “And hide me with a dead man in his shroud.” __________________________ 

 

 

4. “By holy Lawrence to fall prostrate here.” ______________________________ 

 

 

5. “My dismal scene I needs must act alone.” ______________________________ 

 

 

6. “But one thing to rejoice and solace in…” ______________________________ 

 

 

7. “Our solemn hymns to sullen dirges change.” _____________________________ 

 

 

8. “Ay, by my troth, the case may be amended.” _____________________________ 

 

 

9. “And doleful dumps the mind oppress.” __________________________________ 

 

 

10. “So early waking—what with loathsome smells.” __________________________  

 

Now choose any FIVE words to incorporate into a creative story of at least 5-10 sentences.  Be sure to use 

the words in the correct context.  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Act V Vocabulary-Completing the Sentence 
 

Use each vocabulary word once to complete the following sentences. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

1. __________________________ test questions are frustrating since more than one answer 
seems to be correct. 

 
 

2. The ______________________________ on his uniform made it clear that he was a 
distinguished officer.  

 
 

3. I will _____________________________ this magazine article while I’m in the waiting 
room.  

 
 

4. Her _____________________________ attitude is not helping her make any friends at her 
new school. 

 
 

5. After noting his ___________________________, I decided to treat him to dinner.  
 
 

6. In my opinion, dissecting animals is a _______________________ thought. 
 
 

7. If you insist on hurting others, you may find yourself repaid with a 
_____________________________________. 

 
 

8. In Shakespeare’s days, people were quarantined if there was even the slightest suspicion 
that someone was infected with ____________________________. 

 
 

9. He traced his ancestry by studying the inscriptions in the family 
______________________________________. 

 
 

10. Many people believe rainbows are a ______________________ of good luck.  
 
 

ambiguous            haughty            scourge            pestilence            penury 

 

presage                  peruse                 sepulchre            vile            ensign 
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Write a synonym for each vocabulary word below.  You may want to use a thesaurus for this activity.  Then use 

each word in an original sentence.  

 

1. Ambiguous…..Synonym:______________ 

 

Sentence:____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Haughty…..Synonym:___________ 

 

Sentence:____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Scourge…..Synonym:_________________ 

 

Sentence:____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Pestilence …..Synonym:________________ 

 

Sentence:____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Penury…..Synonym:_____________________  

 

Sentence:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Presage…..Synonym:_____________________ 

 

Sentence:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. Peruse…..Synonym:______________________ 

 

Sentence:______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. Sepulcher…..Synonym:______________________________ 

 

Sentence:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. Vile…..Synonym:_______________________ 

 

Sentence:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. Ensign…..Synonym:___________________________  

 

Sentence:_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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THEMES 
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HOW TO ANSWER CONTEXUAL QUESTIONS 
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